
Ottawa Renewable Energy Co-operative Inc. 

 

Annual General Meeting - November 24, 2016, 8 PM, Franco Ouest, 411 Seyton Dr, Ottawa 

 

1.  Call to Order by David Cork; 55 members present, therefore quorum was established. 

 Introduction of Board of Directors (David Cork, meeting chair) 

 

2.  Approval of minutes of 2015 AGM  

Subject to a correction that the minutes from 2015 show that the minutes from 2014 are approved. Moved by  

Dick Bakker, seconded by Laura Leet, 0 Abstentions.  0 opposed. Motion carried. 

 

3.  President's report (Dick Bakker) (Copy of report attached) 

Introduction of committees  

– Technical Committee,  

– Financial Committee,  

– Communications Committee,  

– Project Development Committee 

Retiring director: Laura Leet 

 

4.  Projects Report (Peter Manson) (from Project summary on the OREC website) 

 

5.  Financial Statements (Nick LePan)  (Copy of report attached) 

Moved by Nick lePan, seconded by Diane MacIntyre, to waive, one time, the 14 day notice requirement in the 

bylaws. Approved unanimously.  

Discussion: how are retained earnings invested? Show in cash in the audited statements.  

Moved by Nick LePan, seconded by Wes Johnston to accept the OREC 2015 – 2016 Audited Financial 

Statements. (Approved with  1  abstention.) 

 

6.   Appointment of Auditor:  Moved by Nick LePan  seconded by Wes Johnston, to appoint Frouin Group - 

Chartered Accountants as auditor for the coming year. Approved unanimously. 

 



7.  2016-17 Budget 

Discussion: what was the source of the grants? $33000 from CEPP and $15,000 from Eco Canada. 

Moved by Wes Johnston seconded by Nick LePan to accept the budget as presented. Approved unanimously.   

 

8. By-Law Changes (David Cork) 

AGM Timeline 

Meetings 

Current Bylaw 4(a)(ii): The AGM shall be held annually within three months of the end of the fiscal year at a 
time and a location within Eastern Ontario to be determined by the Board of Directors 
 
Discussion: why not 5 months? Intention would be to hold the AGM prior to Dec 15th is preferable to holding it 

in Dec 20th. Having the audited statements done by mid Dec allow us to finalize the offering statement for the 

RRSP season of Jan/Feb.  

Moved by David Cork, seconded by Nick LePan to amend the bylaw by changing the 3 months to 4. Approved 

with 1 dissenting vote.   

 

Board of Directors 

Current Bylaw 2(c): The number of Directors shall be not less than five (5) and not more than fifteen (15). 

Moved by David Cork, seconded by Diane MacIntyre to amend bylaw 2(c) by adding: It is the intent of the Co-

op to achieve gender balance as well as a diversity across multiple disciplines.  For the period November 24tht, 

2016 to 2018 AGM, the maximum number of directors shall be seventeen (17) to facilitate the prior goal. 

Approved with 2 abstentions and 1 dissention.  

 

Executive Committee (The Officers) 

Current Bylaw 3(f): Signing authority shall be held by four (4) Officers, two of which must be the President and 

Treasurer. Officers with signing authority shall be required to apply for and submit a completed police records 

check to the Board of Directors. 

Motion: to amend bylaw 3(f) by replacing with: Signing authority shall be held by four (4) Officers, two of 

which must be the President and Treasurer, and the person occupying the position of General Manager, or 

equivalent title as determined by the Board from time to time.  Persons with signing authority shall be required 

to apply for and submit a completed police records check to the Board of Directors. 

Moved by David Cork, seconded by Dick Bakker, approved unanimously. 

 

Financial 

Current Bylaw 6(b)(i): The signature of two Officers is required on each cheque issued by the Co-op and to 

enter the co-op into legal agreements.  



Moved by David Cork seconded by Susan Tanner to amend bylaw 6(b)(i) by replacing with: The signature of 

two signing authorities, as identified in section 3(f), is required on each cheque issued by the Co-op, and to 

authorize the Co-op to enter into legal agreements. Approved unanimously.  

Current Bylaw 6(b)(ii): Officers may not sign cheques payable to themselves. 

Moved by David Cork seconded by Dick Bakker to amend bylaw 6(b)(ii) by replacing with: Signing authorities, 

as identified in section 3(f), may not sign cheques payable to themselves. Approved unanimously 

Current Bylaw 6(b)(iii): Individual expenditures greater than $1,000.00 or aggregate expenditures to a single 

entity over $5,000.00 in any 12-month period must be approved in advance by the Board of Directors.  

Discussion: the policy should be linked to the budget as approved by the membership. 

Moved by David Cork seconded by Dick Bakker to amend bylaw 6(b)(ii) by replacing with: The Directors shall 

put in place and maintain a policy placing limits on the amount of expenditures, individually or in aggregate, 

that can be approved by signing authorities under 6(b)(i), without advance approval by the Board. Approved 

unanimously.  

 

9. Nominating Committee Report and Election of Directors (Susan Tanner) 

Nominating Committee (Susan Tanner, Nancy Wasserman, Stewart Fast, Janice Ashworth) recommend re-

election of Dick Bakker for one year, Stephen Michell for 2 years, and Nick LePan and David Cork for three 

years, and election of new Directors, Sally McIntyre, Candace Labelle for three-year terms, and Nate Preston 

for a two-year term. There were no additional nominations from the floor. 

Amber Seeds nominates herself from the floor – has a background in renewable energy company, Plasco, and 

has an environmental law degree. Has a background on board  

Moved by David Cork, seconded by Nick LePan, to accept Amber Seeds as a member. Approved unanimously.  

Moved by Diane MacIntyre, seconded by Josh Snider to add Amber Seeds to the slate of candidates. Approved 

unanimously.  

Candidates presented themselves.  

Moved by Susan Tanner seconded by David Creighton to accept the Nominating Committee recommendation 

and Amber Seeds as amended by the membership and elect these Directors.  Approved with 2 abstentions. 

 

10. Other business – departing board member. Thank you to Laura Leet.  

 

11.  Motion to adjourn: Moved by Roger Peters seconded by Susan Tanner approved unanimously. meeting 



adjourned at 10:00 PM 

 

The formal AGM was pre-empted by an expert discussion about the future of electricity in Ontario.  

 

 


